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JOONDALUP INNOVATION HUB 
733. Ms E. HAMILTON to the Premier; Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members on the front bench, you have got your own member on her feet asking a question. Start 
again, please.  
Mr M. McGowan: I actually have not finished my answer.  
The SPEAKER: You sat down, sorry.  
Mr M. McGowan: I want to talk about the muck some more.  
The SPEAKER: I think you have done enough! 
Mr M. McGowan: I will just finish it, Mr Speaker!  
The SPEAKER: No. The member for Joondalup, start the question again please. 
Ms E. HAMILTON: I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to creating jobs and driving down 
the unemployment rate that upon coming to government, hovered around seven to eight per cent in the northern 
suburbs.  
(1) How will funding the Joondalup innovation hub, which was announced today, help create jobs in the 

northern suburbs? 
(2) Can the Premier outline to the house how this government’s comprehensive plan for jobs is encouraging 

confidence in the WA economy?  

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(2) The member for Joondalup and I were at the Edith Cowan University campus in Joondalup this morning, 

talking about the latest initiative the government is taking to create jobs in the northern suburbs. I note 
that when we arrived in office the unemployment rate in the north western suburbs was 7.3 per cent; it is 
now 6.3 per cent. If we go through each of the suburban areas—in fact, all over the state of 
Western Australia—the job situation is improving. The Minister for Innovation and ICT and I launched 
the new industries fund this morning at ECU. It is all about diversifying and providing more opportunities 
for jobs in technology and for a broadening and diversifying of the state’s economy. Indeed, tonight I am 
addressing West Tech Assemblage, a group of information technology professionals, specialists, start-ups 
and the like, assembling for the second time this evening. I will be addressing them about some of the 
issues that we are taking forward. This morning we announced $800 000 for the Joondalup innovation 
hub. ECU in Joondalup has a world-class cybersecurity section that is devoted to ensuring that there is 
world-leading research in cybersecurity. As we know, there will be at least $100 billion worth of that 
industry around the world in coming years, because it is a big issue for governments and large businesses, 
in particular, around the world.  
ECU is at the cutting edge of that and so today we have devoted $800 000 towards the Joondalup 
innovation hub to work with ECU on creating additional jobs, particularly in cybersecurity. I note a recent 
report on job growth in Western Australia, which stated that internet job vacancies are 17 per cent higher 
in October 2017 than they were in the October quarter last year. Jobs advertised online had the strongest 
rate of growth of all jurisdictions. The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia’s survey 
on business confidence in the September quarter showed business confidence in WA is at a three-year 
high, and job figures show an additional 26 600 jobs have been created since this government came to 
office. We are very confident and working very carefully to ensure there are additional jobs in 
Western Australia. Our announcement today on the new industries fund is all about that.  

 


	JOONDALUP INNOVATION HUB

